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Abstract: With the development of software-defined networking (SDN), its scalability has become one of the most im-
portant issues of SDN. The features of SDN was studied which lead to its scalability problem when SDN was applied to
large-scale network. The three main causes leading to scalability problem were discussed: control plane and data plane
separation, logical centralized control and fine-grained flow control. Meanwhile, the studies which focus on the scalabili-
ty of SDN from three aspects: scalability of performance, scalability of geographic and scalability of control was pre-

sented. Further, the studies on the performance evaluation of the scalability of SDN were introduced. Finally, the future

work was discussed.
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